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SUMMARY: 

GERMANY'S LARGEST WEEKLY NEWS MAGAZINE, DER SPIEGEL, CARRIED 
AN EXTENSIVE ARTICLE ON THE MURPHY TRIAL IN ITS CURRENT EDITION. 
WHILE MENTIONING SOME OF THE LURID DETAILS OF THE CASE, THE 
ARTICLE CONCENTRATED ON THE DEFENSE ATTORNEY'S CONTENTION THAT 
THE BERLIN COURTMAS NEITHER COMPETENT TO HEAR THE CASE NOR 
CAPABLE OF RENDERING AN IMPARTIAL DECISION. END SUMMARY. 

1) WHILE STATING THAT THIS IS THE FIRST TIME 

THAT A MEMBER OF THE FORCES HAS BEEN INDICTED BY A BERLIN COURT, 
THE ARTICLE NOTES THAT THE COURT CAN NOT BE PLEASED WITH THIS 
TURN OF EVENTS SINCE THE AMMUNITION FOR PROSECUTING ATTORNEY'S 
FOURTEEN PAGE INDICTMENT IS BASED ALMOST EXCLUSIVELY ON A 
REPORT OF ALLEGED EVENTS PROVIDED BY THE AMERICANS, AND 
" DELIVERED COMPLETE WITH A VERDICT", I.E., THE LIFE SENTENCE 
GIVEN MRS. MURPHY'S HUSBAND FLOYD. 

2) THE ARTICLE NOTES THAT 3 1 YEARS AFTER THE WAR THE U.S. 
AUTHORITIES CAN, AT LEAST THEORETICALLY, SET ASIDE THE 
DECISION OF A BERLIN COURT IF IT IMPINGES UPON US INTERESTS. 

ALLIED LAW NUMBER 7 IS CITED AS PROHIBITING BERLIN COURTS 
FROM OBJECTING TO LAWS, REGULATIONS OR ORDERS PROMULGATED 
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DEFENSE LAWYER CONTENDS THAT NO BERLIN JUDGE IS ABLE TO 
IGNORE THIS QUESTION OF ULTIMATE AUTHORITY. THEREFORE THE 
MOST DESIRABLE SOLUTION WOULD BE TO TRANSFER THE CASE TO 
A U.S. COURT OR, BARRING THIS, AN INDEFINITE POSTPONEMENT 
PENDING CLARIFICATION OF JURISDICTIONAL MATTERS. 

3) THE ARTICLE CLOSED BY NOTING THAT THE DEFENSE COUNSEL 
PLANS TO ASK THE GERMAN FEDERAL CONSTITUTIONAL COURT CONSIDER, 

IN THE EVENT OF APPEAL, HIS CHARGE THAT A FAIR TRAIL IS NOT 
POSSIBLE. 
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